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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope you and your family are continuing to stay safe and that as the ‘lockdown’ begins to ease, you are 
beginning to find ways of returning to normality. I am writing to update you on some of those steps we are 
now seeing in school and also to provide some information on what else will be available to support your 
child for the remainder of this term. 
 
Plans for the remainder of this term 
Last week saw the return of Year 11 for their ‘Welcome Back’ meetings. These were really well attended, 
with over 90% of the cohort coming in over 4 days. Year 11s will be in school for some Core subject teaching 
over the next fortnight. This started today, again attendance has been excellent and the response of the 
students to the social distancing measures very effective. Some Year 11 students will also be invited to 
receive on-site support with other GCSE subjects if required, starting from Monday 6 July 2020. Subjects will 
contact you directly if we need your child to attend any of these sessions. We will continue to communicate 
directly with Year 11 parents and students on this.  
 
Government guidance currently has very strict restrictions on the number of students on site. Alongside 
children of Critical Workers and the most vulnerable students, until recently this has been restricted to those 
sitting GCSE exams in 2021 (from 15 June 2020, those students who were year 10 and with the timetable 
change are now current Year 11 at Crofton). Even for these students, we are only allowed 25% of them on 
site each day, and activities are restricted by the government’s protective measures.   
 
However, there has recently been a change in guidance to allow a small amount of flexibility for other Year 
groups. Whilst government guidance means we cannot offer substantial on-site face to face support for them, 
we are now able to provide a small number of ‘check in’ meetings with some students from other year 
groups. Heads of Year are planning these, and will be in touch with you if they feel your child requires this. 
We will also ensure that every student in Years 8-10 receives a ‘check in’ phone call from their tutor or 
another member of the pastoral team before the end of term, to review their online learning to date and 
ensure they are ready for the start of next term.  
 
We hope this will prove helpful to your child. We would like to offer more on-site provision, and very much 
want your children back in school as soon as possible. However, we must follow the government guidance to 
ensure everyone in our school community remains safe. 
  
School Uniform 
We would like students attending any of the above on-site provision to do so in school uniform, although we 
are willing to apply flexibility where parents have been unable to acquire any replacement items during the 
lockdown period. We also know that some parents are preferring to fully wash uniforms after each day in 
school. To make this easier, and also in anticipation of better weather for the remainder of this term, we do 
not require students to wear blazers or ties until the end of term, and will review this for September 2020.  
 
Online Learning 
Following our timetable changeover at the start of last week, I hope your child has been able to adjust 
successfully to new teachers and classes. By now any new teachers will have introduced themselves, all 
subjects will have work set, and all students will be getting opportunities to experience some live teaching 
through Microsoft Teams. Do remember each year group has now moved up, so Year 7 are now Year 8 and 
so on.  
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I am aware there were some initial teething problems with setting up new groups and activities on our remote 
systems at the start of last week, we believe these have been resolved but do please contact  
homeworking@croftonschool.co.uk if your child is continuing to experience any technical issues, or their 
teacher if there are queries relating to tasks set.  
 
Many of you have already been in touch to feedback on the Microsoft Teams aspect of our online learning, 
we really appreciate this and will be conducting a more formal evaluation of this before the end of term so 
that we continue to develop this provision next term if required. We recognise every household is different, 
and whilst many of you have access to a good range of devices and a reliable internet connect, others do 
not. We also know that whilst some students and families have been able to cope very well with the 
challenges of home learning, for others this continues to be difficult. We have tried to be as flexible as 
possible in our approach, recognising your widely varying circumstances. Parents have many different 
expectations of what should be provided for their children at home, my staff are working exceptionally hard to 
meet these needs, as are many of you in the home.  We are all working with unfamiliar systems and methods 
in difficult circumstances, we know it is not perfect yet and continue to work on adjustments and refinements. 
However, I hope you are finding your child has sufficient work to engage with, is enjoying an increasing level 
of interaction with their teachers, and as a result is making the best of this unusual period of their education. 
Do please continue to contact your child’s teachers if you need any support with this.  
 
Autumn Term plans 
We are encouraged by the Government’s recent announcement of additional funding to support students 
with catching up when they return to school. At the time of writing there is limited detail on how this funding is 
to be used, or how much of it will be deployed to our own school. You may also be aware that the Secretary 
of State for Education announced on Friday that all students will return to school in September full time. In 
the next fortnight the Government will be releasing guidance to schools on how this can be achieved safely. 
Once we have this guidance, we will begin planning for September and will contact you with more details. 
 
Finally, please remember that whilst the school site remains closed to the majority of students, we are still 
here to support you and your family. We will continue to update our specific Coronavirus section of the 
school website here: https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronavirus and do contact us with any queries at: 
school@croftonschool.co.uk . Government advice continues to be updated and can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 
 
It is a great relief to see our country finally starting to emerge from this crisis. We know there are many 
challenges ahead and I would like thank you for all your support so far. I look forward to continuing to work 
with you in the coming weeks as we plan for a much longed for return to normality for your children. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr S Harrison 
Headteacher 
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