
 
 

A Message from 
the Headteacher > > > 
Welcome to our latest newsletter. As many of you will be 
aware, we have made some significant changes to our 
Parents’ evenings and reports this academic year in 
response to parental feedback. Many parents felt that Key 
Stage 3 Parents’ evenings were very crowded and it wasn’t 
always possible to obtain appointments with teachers. 
We have therefore introduced two Parents’ evenings per 
year group, one for each half, and are starting them 30 
minutes earlier. This is providing more bookable slots and 
half the number of parents booking for each evening. This 
change has been made possible through the early finish on 
Wednesdays, and feedback so far has been very positive. 

 

 

DIARY DATES 
Monday 27 January 2020 

Active Learner Week 
 

Monday 27 – Thursday 30 
January 2020 

Year 8 Exams 
 

Wednesday 29 January 2020 
Year 11X Parents’ Evening 

 

Friday 31 January 2020 
INSET Day 

 

Wednesday 5 February 2020 
Year 11Y Parents’ Evening 

 

Wednesday 12 February 2020 
Year 9 Options’ Evening 

We have also changed the way data is presented on our 
reports, as parents had fed back to us that they found this 
confusing and wanted a clearer way of judging how well 
their child was progressing. The first Key Stage 3 reports in 
this format were published before Christmas and we have 
had a great deal of useful feedback on this, which we will 
be using to make further improvements for the next set of 
reports. 

 
Thank you to all those parents who have helped us shape 
these changes, as I hope you can see it is making a big 
difference to how we run the school. 

 

Mr S Harrison 
Headteacher 
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Student Views > > > 
Following on from our article in the last edition 
regarding ‘Reducing plastic waste at Crofton’ one of 
our students has written about the effect of the use of 
plastics in the wider environment. 

 

Plastic in our ocean 
How our waste causes death to our wildlife 
For years we have used plastic as an essential resource 
for many products such as water bottles and small toys. 

 

As the years have advanced there has been an 
increasing amount of plastic going into landfill and 
much of the plastic, one way or another, ends up in our 
great blue ocean. 
 
Plastic in our ocean creates a huge impact on the sea 
creatures who live there, who mistake the plastic for 
food; eating it often results in the death of the marine 
animal. This also affects the whole food chain, which 
suffers from the consequences of one fish or sea 
creature’s death. 

 
Additionally, ocean wildlife, such as turtles or even 
dolphins, get trapped in the plastic which gives them a 
high possibility of dying from exhaustion of desperately 
trying to get out, or even starvation if they are stuck in 
it and not able to move for days. 
 
When David Attenborough released Blue Planet, it 
showed to people how the ocean is being destroyed, 
as tons of plastic enters the life of sea creatures for the 
worst. It’s time to act for the ocean and stop the 
suffering of the beautiful creatures of our ocean. 

Safeguarding Tips for 
Parents > > > 

Here’s why you shouldn’t abbreviate 2020 
when writing the date... 

Typically when writing the short date, we write dd/mm/yy, 
but this year could cause a problem. 

 

Only writing the year as ‘20’ leaves a potential for fraud 
because there is space where other digits could be added 
on. For example, 12/01/20 could have ‘18’ added on, so that 
it reads 12/01/2018. 

 
Throughout this year, to minimise the risk of fraud, it will be 
best to use the full year date in any hand-written reports or 
when signing and dating documents. 

 
Miss A Knight 

Designated Safeguard Lead 

 
 
 

 

consuming the plastic. This could cause fatal 
illnesses in the future. The environment is our 
and our children’s future. We must stop killing 
it and start to care for it”. 

 

 
 
 

 
Mark Langley, a frequent visitor to his local beach in 
Hill Head was asked for his opinion on the plastic crisis. 

 

“It is awful and what concerns me the most 
is that the plastic is breaking down into 
microscopic pieces. This means the fish can 
easily swallow it without noticing and when 
we eat the fish, it means we are also  

He, along with other members of the public, have seen a 
lot of plastic being washed up on the beach that could also 
cause damage to marine life. 

 

“We must protect our planet as we only have 
one. We must stand together and help our 
ocean.  

 

Will you help?” 

Amelie L (Year 8) 


