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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope you and your families are staying safe and well. Although little has changed nationally since I last wrote to 
you, I want to ensure that we stay in touch and keep you up to date with what is happening in school and therefore, 
hope you will find this update useful. 
 
Also included at the end of this letter is an update from your child’s Head of Year, so if you have more than one 
child with us, apologies if you are reading my words for the second time; feel free to skip ahead to the Year group 
specific section in that case! 
 
Virtual Curriculum 
We continue to set work in proportion to your child’s usual timetable allocation. Most subjects are also providing 
optional tasks in addition to this, should any students run short of work to do. Work continues to be set through 
Show My Homework, which students and parents can access via the app or online. Please contact 
homeworking@croftonschool.co.uk  should you need technical support with this. 
 
You will have seen more opportunities for your child to have a dialogue with their teacher through Show My 
Homework since the start of this term, along with a greater degree of online work submission. I hope this is a 
welcome development, and we are continuing to look at ways of developing this further. However, if you feel 
managing this is becoming a challenge for your child, please contact their tutor for support and they will be happy 
to help. Likewise, do contact subject teachers if there are problems with a specific piece of work. We recognise 
managing this at home is a challenge, so please remember that staff are available and happy to support where 
required.  
 
To reiterate the message from my previous letters, it is for you as a family to engage with the work set in the ways 
that best suit you and your family. Our aim is to set work that will keep students’ minds active and maintain interest 
in each subject. We have provided activities with some structure and guidance on timings but please be assured 
there will be no judgment or sanction if students are struggling to access the work or understand it. Where there 
are gaps, we will be pick these up when we are back in school. 
 
Staff are working hard to ensure the best possible work is in place for students in this unusual and challenging 
situation. None of us would choose to work in this way, and we know it continues to be a learning process for all of 
us. I would like to thank the students for engaging so well with this process, and of course to all of those parents 
who are dedicating so much time to supporting this whilst juggling many other concerns and responsibilities. 
 
Friday 8 May 2020 is a Bank Holiday so we will not be setting work for students on this date. 
 
Further details on our ‘Virtual Curriculum’ can be found on the school website here: 
https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronacurriculum 
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Provision for children of Key Workers and Vulnerable students 
We continue to offer this provision as required, further details including how to request a place for your child can be 
found on the school website here: https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronakeyworkers  Please direct any queries 
about this to keyworker@croftonschool.co.uk 
 
Free School Meals 
Those eligible for Free School Meals will have received a separate communication from  
Miss Knight, with details of the National Voucher Scheme now in operation. We understand many families’ 
circumstances may have changed recently, so if you have not accessed Free School Meals before but believe you 
may now qualify, please follow this link for more details: https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals  Please 
continue to contact Miss Knight if you require any support aknight@croftonschool.co.uk or visit the Free School 
Meals section of the school website here: https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronaschoolmeals 
 
School Age Immunisation Service 
Some Year 9 students will have been due vaccinations recently. We have received the following message from the 
NHS School Immunisation Service: 
“Please be aware that following notification from NHS England, the school age immunisation service has 
suspended the delivery of the HPV and the Teenage Booster vaccinations in schools. Southern Health Foundation 
Trust are waiting further guidance from NHS England regarding the immunisation programmes and will notify you 
once this has been received. The school age immunisation service will be working closely with NHS England to 
ensure that pupils who have missed their vaccinations will receive them in a timely manner once the service is able 
to return to business as usual. These arrangements will apply to release capacity to support the COVID 19 
preparedness. Please do not hesitate to contact your local immunisation team on 01489 554943 if you wish to 
discuss this.” 
 
All of this is of course only temporary whilst the school is not fully operational, and we look forward to ‘re-opening’ 
as soon as we can. We are aware that there is much rumour and speculation in the media about when this will 
happen. We are assured by the government that this will only be when they deem it safe to do so. In the meantime, 
we are working hard behind the scenes to plan for this event and will of course communicate with you as soon as 
there are any updates on this matter. 
 
Finally, please remember that whilst the school site is closed to most students, we are still here to support you and 
your family. We will continue to update our specific Coronavirus section of the school website here: 
https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronavirus and do contact us with any queries at: school@croftonschool.co.uk . 
Government advice continues to be updated and can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 
 
We are all missing the energy, challenge, fun and inspiration your children give us every day in school. I will finish 
by sharing a video message that I feel sums this up well: https://vimeo.com/412655924 
 
I do hope you and your families continue to be safe and well. Please continue reading for a message from your 
child’s Head of Year. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mr S Harrison 
Headteacher 
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A message from Miss Young, Head of Year 9 
 
Hello my lovely bunch, 
 
What a weird time you’re facing at the moment. I really do hope that you’re all doing okay at home, 
hanging in there with the work you are facing, spending time indoors, perhaps putting up with siblings 
who generally annoy you that little bit? I know I definitely have better days than others. Facing working 
from home alongside having a tear away toddler who wants me to be Elsa for most part of the day is 
starting to tire me out (she has a big love of Frozen – I’m glad it is that and not something like Trolls, not 
sure how I would act those out!) 
 
It is lovely to see the odd face out and about when I am out for a walk, and nice to know you are still 
there and still smiling even through this tough time. For me that is the most important thing, that you are 
still smiling through this. I know you have schoolwork and I know you will be conscientious enough to be 
getting on with it, some of you in the morning, some evening and some on and off throughout the day; 
make it work for you. Don’t pressure yourselves into getting it all done in one day. If a task is too difficult 
and you cannot do it then ask for help, contact me or contact your teachers. You are not expected to 
work at it on your own without any support if you need it. Do not get yourself into a negative spiral.  
 
You all have this excellent resilience and positivity that has shone throughout the past few terms at 
Crofton, use that strength through these times. Set yourself a daily target, it could be completing two 
pieces of work or two tasks of one subject area work set, having a walk or doing something you would 
not normally do. I have decided to start learning French again (I know you are probably all thinking why?) 
but I have family there, I loved it when I was a student at Crofton and then just slowly stopped practicing 
it. My three-year-old can speak it better than me currently so I figured with my now quieter days (minus 
the acting) I would relearn. I have got my app, spend ten minutes on it a day and I would like to think it is 
coming on OK. Is there a new skill you can learn whilst we are off? I have had lots of you and people 
from home telling me how many of you have taken up baking! I am hoping that you will bring in some of 
your masterpieces when we return, I will never say no to cake! Maybe we could hold our own bake off at 
school with the amount of you that seem to be enjoying doing it and hearing of those amazing creations?  
Hearing so many of you are out running each day – absolute winners! Considering you all hated cross 
country a few months ago, I am loving receiving these Strava entries and hearing you are out with your 
families getting it done. I am so proud to know that you are all doing what you can; you inspire me with 
your determination to get through this and your ability to adapt.  
 
I am sure you have all heard about and seen the wonderful Captain (now Colonel) Tom Moore, what an 
inspirational man. Just have a look at this – https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-beds-bucks-herts-
52472132 what a humble man. He said when he first started this ‘one little soul like me will not make 
much difference.’ How wrong. Look at the difference he has made, and I do not just mean in terms of 
money for our amazing NHS but he has given us as a nation pride, resilience and positivity. You are all 
individual little souls that can and will achieve great things. This is a hurdle for you to overcome, there are 
always things in life to test us and this is one. The way we tackle this, the way we return to school when it 
happens, the way we adapt to life following Coronavirus is all something you will talk about for years to 
come. It is with thanks to those incredible NHS staff and keyworkers that we are safe and our life will one 
day return to normal. Your families and relatives who are out there fighting for us, those who are staying 
home with you are fighting for us, we are all in this together.   
 
Just remember you are not alone through this. I am always here to talk to; I miss you all (though 
perhaps not the crazy things you make me deal with daily) but I do really hope to see you all again soon! 
Remember to look after yourselves and your loved ones and just take time for you each day to do what 
you want and what makes you happy and let me know how you are getting on!  
Bye for now my lovely lot,  
 
Miss Young  
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