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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope you and your families are staying safe and well. Although little has changed nationally since I last wrote to 
you, I want to ensure that we stay in touch and keep you up to date with what is happening in school and therefore, 
hope you will find this update useful. 
 
Also included at the end of this letter is an update from your child’s Head of Year, so if you have more than one 
child with us, apologies if you are reading my words for the second time; feel free to skip ahead to the Year group 
specific section in that case! 
 
Virtual Curriculum 
We continue to set work in proportion to your child’s usual timetable allocation. Most subjects are also providing 
optional tasks in addition to this, should any students run short of work to do. Work continues to be set through 
Show My Homework, which students and parents can access via the app or online. Please contact 
homeworking@croftonschool.co.uk  should you need technical support with this. 
 
You will have seen more opportunities for your child to have a dialogue with their teacher through Show My 
Homework since the start of this term, along with a greater degree of online work submission. I hope this is a 
welcome development, and we are continuing to look at ways of developing this further. However, if you feel 
managing this is becoming a challenge for your child, please contact their tutor for support and they will be happy 
to help. Likewise, do contact subject teachers if there are problems with a specific piece of work. We recognise 
managing this at home is a challenge, so please remember that staff are available and happy to support where 
required.  
 
To reiterate the message from my previous letters, it is for you as a family to engage with the work set in the ways 
that best suit you and your family. Our aim is to set work that will keep students’ minds active and maintain interest 
in each subject. We have provided activities with some structure and guidance on timings but please be assured 
there will be no judgment or sanction if students are struggling to access the work or understand it. Where there 
are gaps, we will be pick these up when we are back in school. 
 
Staff are working hard to ensure the best possible work is in place for students in this unusual and challenging 
situation. None of us would choose to work in this way, and we know it continues to be a learning process for all of 
us. I would like to thank the students for engaging so well with this process, and of course to all of those parents 
who are dedicating so much time to supporting this whilst juggling many other concerns and responsibilities. 
 
Friday 8 May 2020 is a Bank Holiday so we will not be setting work for students on this date. 
 
Further details on our ‘Virtual Curriculum’ can be found on the school website here: 
https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronacurriculum 
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Provision for children of Key Workers and Vulnerable students 
We continue to offer this provision as required, further details including how to request a place for your child can be 
found on the school website here: https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronakeyworkers  Please direct any queries 
about this to keyworker@croftonschool.co.uk 
 
Free School Meals 
Those eligible for Free School Meals will have received a separate communication from  
Miss Knight, with details of the National Voucher Scheme now in operation. We understand many families’ 
circumstances may have changed recently, so if you have not accessed Free School Meals before but believe you 
may now qualify, please follow this link for more details: https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals  Please 
continue to contact Miss Knight if you require any support aknight@croftonschool.co.uk or visit the Free School 
Meals section of the school website here: https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronaschoolmeals 
 
Some Year 8 students will have been due vaccinations recently. We have received the following message from 
the NHS School Immunisation Service: 

“Please be aware that following notification from NHS England, the school age immunisation service has 
suspended the delivery of the HPV and the Teenage Booster vaccinations in schools. Southern Health Foundation 
Trust are waiting further guidance from NHS England regarding the immunisation programmes and will notify you 
once this has been received. The school age immunisation service will be working closely with NHS England to 
ensure that pupils who have missed their vaccinations will receive them in a timely manner once the service is able 
to return to business as usual. These arrangements will apply to release capacity to support the COVID 19 
preparedness. Please do not hesitate to contact your local immunisation team on 01489 554943 if you wish to 
discuss this.” 
 
All of this is of course only temporary whilst the school is not fully operational, and we look forward to ‘re-opening’ 
as soon as we can. We are aware that there is much rumour and speculation in the media about when this will 
happen. We are assured by the government that this will only be when they deem it safe to do so. In the meantime, 
we are working hard behind the scenes to plan for this event and will of course communicate with you as soon as 
there are any updates on this matter. 
 
Finally, please remember that whilst the school site is closed to most students, we are still here to support you and 
your family. We will continue to update our specific Coronavirus section of the school website here: 
https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronavirus and do contact us with any queries at: school@croftonschool.co.uk . 
Government advice continues to be updated and can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 
 
We are all missing the energy, challenge, fun and inspiration your children give us every day in school. I will finish 
by sharing a video message that I feel sums this up well: https://vimeo.com/412655924 
 
I do hope you and your families continue to be safe and well. Please continue reading for a message from your 
child’s Head of Year. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mr S Harrison 
Headteacher 
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A message from Mr Anderson, Head of Year 8 
 
Hello Year 8, it’s Mr Anderson here.  
 
These are some very strange times we are living through now. However, once we are through and out 
the other side of this pandemic we will all be stronger and wiser for the experience.  In a few years’ time, 
you will look back at this time, remembering the Year of 2020 when the world was struck down by a 
terrible pandemic. It will soon become history and part of the school curriculum and you will be able to tell 
your children what it was like, when schools were closed and we had lockdown. 
 
Probably the last major crisis that befell this country was during the Second World War, some 80 years 
ago, which is likely to have been the generation of your great-grandparents. My Dad was around your 
age during that time and as a little boy, I remember looking up to him, being quite envious and thinking 
that it must have been an exciting time to be around during the war. In reality, it wasn’t an exciting time, it 
was a really difficult and dangerous time. After 1945, when the war finished, the country experienced a lot 
of hardship, but through the people of the country coming together and working hard, your great-
grandparent’s generation in the end, through their working life, have probably experienced one of the 
greatest recoveries this country has ever seen. 
 
This current pandemic due to the corona virus, Covid 19 has a few similarities to the impact on the 
country and people of the last war. Some people have sadly lost their lives, the economy has taken a 
terrible beating, people have lost their jobs, businesses have gone bust.  During the war people would 
need to hide underground in bomb shelters during the air raids, as squadrons of bomber planes came 
over, wreaking havoc on our towns and cities; school life was often disrupted. Many children had to leave 
their homes and families to go and live in the country on farms where it was deemed to be safer.  Today 
instead, we are all needing to stay home, to stay away from our friends and neighbours, to shield from an 
invisible enemy. This is so very difficult, as we can’t see the virus. Some of you will have experienced 
first-hand the effects Covid 19 has had on people. For many, including myself, your only real experience 
to date is what you see reported on the news. 
 
Through adversity, great things always happen. We are forced to think differently and learn to adapt 
quickly to changing situations. Here is a link to a video clip you can find on YouTube, which I have shown 
many times in assemblies over the years. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YmwwrGV_aiE  Give it a 
watch. In essence, by the time you are an adult and through your lifetime, you are likely to do many 
different jobs, some of which have never been invented yet. Because as teenagers you have already 
been forced to adapt and make the best of a very difficult situation, you will almost certainly find it much 
easier and less stressful when you have to adapt and change what you are doing again in the future.  
There are so many positives to have come out of this Lockdown situation. For example, we begin to 
value and appreciate so many aspects of life that for years we have just taken for granted. The 
importance of family and friends, the ability to wander and hang out in groups, travel around to explore 
new places. Just to go shopping and being able to take your time browsing through all the choices in 
front of you and not being fearful that the person next to you is coming too close and they might infect 
you. 
 
It is not before time, that we now all appreciate the dedication, sacrifice and hard work that our Carers, 
Nurses and Doctors are doing to look after our sick and needy. We are so fortunate to have our NHS. 
 
One last thing, I really miss being in school with you all, it’s a huge privilege to help guide you through 
your teenage years, as you journey through your time at Crofton and to watch how you mature into great 
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young adults, ready to take on the world. Stay safe, take care and I look forward to seeing you all back in 
school soon.  Until then, keep plugging away at your tasks on ShowMyHomework. 
 
Mr Anderson 
 
P.S. See if you recognise any of your peers. Fantastic example of how you can adapt to life. This was on 
Sky News and is now on YouTube. The Greatest Showman - https://youtu.be/4Y0GkQnbC_E 
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