
 
 

 
 

Marks Road • Stubbington 

Fareham • Hampshire • PO14 2AT 

Tel: 01329 664251 

Fax: 01329 668525 

Email: school@croftonschool.co.uk 

Website: www.croftonschool.co.uk 
 

 

Headteacher: Simon Harrison BA (Hons) FHA 

                
 
Our Ref: SHN/ADL/APD Year 10 letter 

 
4 May 2020   

 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope you and your families are staying safe and well. Although little has changed nationally since I last 
wrote to you, I want to ensure that we stay in touch and keep you up to date with what is happening in 
school and therefore, hope you will find this update useful. 
 
Also included at the end of this letter is an update from your child’s Head of Year, so if you have more 
than one child with us, apologies if you are reading my words for the second time; feel free to skip ahead 
to the Year group specific section in that case! 
 
Virtual Curriculum 
We continue to set work in proportion to your child’s usual timetable allocation. Most subjects are also 
providing optional tasks in addition to this, should any students run short of work to do. Work continues to 
be set through Show My Homework, which students and parents can access via the app or online. 
Please contact homeworking@croftonschool.co.uk  should you need technical support with this. 
 
You will have seen more opportunities for your child to have a dialogue with their teacher through Show 
My Homework since the start of this term, along with a greater degree of online work submission. I hope 
this is a welcome development, and we are continuing to look at ways of developing this further. 
However, if you feel managing this is becoming a challenge for your child, please contact their tutor for 
support and they will be happy to help. Likewise, do contact subject teachers if there are problems with a 
specific piece of work. We recognise managing this at home is a challenge, so please remember that 
staff are available and happy to support where required.  
 
To reiterate the message from my previous letters, it is for you as a family to engage with the work set in 
the ways that best suit you and your family. Our aim is to set work that will keep students’ minds active 
and maintain interest in each subject. We have provided activities with some structure and guidance on 
timings but please be assured there will be no judgment or sanction if students are struggling to access 
the work or understand it. Where there are gaps, we will be pick these up when we are back in school. 
 
Staff are working hard to ensure the best possible work is in place for students in this unusual and 
challenging situation. None of us would choose to work in this way, and we know it continues to be a 
learning process for all of us. I would like to thank the students for engaging so well with this process, 
and of course to all of those parents who are dedicating so much time to supporting this whilst juggling 
many other concerns and responsibilities. 
 
Friday 8 May 2020 is a Bank Holiday so we will not be setting work for students on this date. 
 
Further details on our ‘Virtual Curriculum’ can be found on the school website here: 
https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronacurriculum 
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Provision for children of Key Workers and Vulnerable students 
We continue to offer this provision as required, further details including how to request a place for your 
child can be found on the school website here: https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronakeyworkers  
Please direct any queries about this to keyworker@croftonschool.co.uk 
 
Free School Meals 
Those eligible for Free School Meals will have received a separate communication from  
Miss Knight, with details of the National Voucher Scheme now in operation. We understand many 
families’ circumstances may have changed recently, so if you have not accessed Free School Meals 
before but believe you may now qualify, please follow this link for more details: https://www.gov.uk/apply-
free-school-meals  Please continue to contact Miss Knight if you require any support 
aknight@croftonschool.co.uk or visit the Free School Meals section of the school website here: 
https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronaschoolmeals 
 
All of this is of course only temporary whilst the school is not fully operational, and we look forward to ‘re-
opening’ as soon as we can. We are aware that there is much rumour and speculation in the media about 
when this will happen. We are assured by the government that this will only be when they deem it safe to 
do so. In the meantime, we are working hard behind the scenes to plan for this event and will of course 
communicate with you as soon as there are any updates on this matter. 
 
Finally, please remember that whilst the school site is closed to most students, we are still here to 
support you and your family. We will continue to update our specific Coronavirus section of the school 
website here: https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronavirus and do contact us with any queries at: 
school@croftonschool.co.uk . Government advice continues to be updated and can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 
 
We are all missing the energy, challenge, fun and inspiration your children give us every day in school. I 
will finish by sharing a video message that I feel sums this up well: https://vimeo.com/412655924 
 
I do hope you and your families continue to be safe and well. Please continue reading for a message 
from your child’s Head of Year. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mr S Harrison 
Headteacher 
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A message from Mrs Kelly, Head of Year 10 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We are, indeed, living through some extraordinary times, where we all need to stay at home, to stay 
away from our friends and neighbours and to shield from an invisible enemy. As we cannot see the virus, 
this can be so very difficult. Some of you will have experienced first-hand the effects Covid-19 has had on 
people. For many, including myself, your only real experience to date is what you see reported on the 
news. However, through adversity, great things happen, as we are forced to think differently and learn to 
adapt quickly to changing situations. 
 
I think that, for our students, being forced to make the best of this challenging situation will almost 
certainly be a great advantage to them in future. They will, no doubt, have to adapt throughout their lives 
and careers in an ever changing world. 
 
With that in mind, I would like to thank you all for doing your best in helping your children cope with a new 
way of learning and encouraging them to engage in this. As students get closer to their GCSEs, they are 
always expected to learn more independently and take responsibility for their revision. For our current 
Year 10 students this has come around quicker than expected and, for the time being, they continue their 
learning with less guidance than they would have if they were in school. However, I think this can be a 
positive. Hopefully, they will come out of this situation with a better understanding of the strategies that 
work best for them in terms of their approach to learning. This will be hugely beneficial in the run-up to 
their GCSEs, their further education and their future careers. 
 
I am aware that some students are very mature and organised about this, while others could benefit from 
developing a better understanding of how they learn, and I know that so many of you are keen to help 
your children with this. With that in mind, here are a few ideas you could discuss with them, to look at the 
broader approach to learning your child is taking that goes beyond the tasks in front of them on 
ShowMyHomework. 

 Is your child able to set themselves a schedule and stick to it? A good online tool with a 

readymade revision plan/timetable can be found on https://getrevising.co.uk/  

 What time of the day do they work best? 

 Do they prefer to work through one big chunk of work, or break it down into smaller pieces? 

 Do they prefer to do the ‘most fun’ subject first, or would they rather get the work they dislike out of 

the way so that it’s done and not on the back of their minds? The following video gives a good 

summary of the ‘Eat that Frog’ idea, which you may find useful: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0W7GB5Fh2XM  

 What helps them concentrate? For example, do they like to have music playing in the background 

to block out noise from younger siblings? 

 Does it help to switch off messages and social media while focussing on work? 

 What helps to reenergise them when they take a break? 

Some questions you could encourage your child to think about are: 

 How is this going? 

 Is my approach working? 

 Do I need to change anything? 

 Do I need to think differently? 

 What is going to be tricky? 

 What will I be good at? 

 What are my strengths? 

 What are my weaknesses? 

 Can I use any strategies that I have used before that have worked well? 

Stay safe, take care, and I look forward to seeing all the students back in school soon.  Until then, keep 
supporting them in doing their best with the work on ShowMyHomework. 
Mrs Kelly 
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