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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope you and your families are staying safe and well. Although little has changed nationally since I last wrote to 
you, I want to ensure that we stay in touch and keep you up to date with what is happening in school and therefore, 
hope you will find this update useful. 
 
Also included at the end of this letter is an update from your child’s Head of Year, so if you have more than one 
child with us, apologies if you are reading my words for the second time; feel free to skip ahead to the Year group 
specific section in that case! 
 
Virtual Curriculum 
We continue to set work in proportion to your child’s usual timetable allocation. Most subjects are also providing 
optional tasks in addition to this, should any students run short of work to do. Work continues to be set through 
Show My Homework, which students and parents can access via the app or online. Please contact 
homeworking@croftonschool.co.uk  should you need technical support with this. 
 
You will have seen more opportunities for your child to have a dialogue with their teacher through Show My 
Homework since the start of this term, along with a greater degree of online work submission. I hope this is a 
welcome development, and we are continuing to look at ways of developing this further. However, if you feel 
managing this is becoming a challenge for your child, please contact their tutor for support and they will be happy 
to help. Likewise, do contact subject teachers if there are problems with a specific piece of work. We recognise 
managing this at home is a challenge, so please remember that staff are available and happy to support where 
required.  
 
To reiterate the message from my previous letters, it is for you as a family to engage with the work set in the ways 
that best suit you and your family. Our aim is to set work that will keep students’ minds active and maintain interest 
in each subject. We have provided activities with some structure and guidance on timings but please be assured 
there will be no judgment or sanction if students are struggling to access the work or understand it. Where there 
are gaps, we will be pick these up when we are back in school. 
 
Staff are working hard to ensure the best possible work is in place for students in this unusual and challenging 
situation. None of us would choose to work in this way, and we know it continues to be a learning process for all of 
us. I would like to thank the students for engaging so well with this process, and of course to all of those parents 
who are dedicating so much time to supporting this whilst juggling many other concerns and responsibilities. 
 
Friday 8 May 2020 is a Bank Holiday so we will not be setting work for students on this date. 
 
Further details on our ‘Virtual Curriculum’ can be found on the school website here: 
https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronacurriculum 
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Provision for children of Key Workers and Vulnerable students 
We continue to offer this provision as required, further details including how to request a place for your child can be 
found on the school website here: https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronakeyworkers  Please direct any queries 
about this to keyworker@croftonschool.co.uk 
 
Free School Meals 
Those eligible for Free School Meals will have received a separate communication from  
Miss Knight, with details of the National Voucher Scheme now in operation. We understand many families’ 
circumstances may have changed recently, so if you have not accessed Free School Meals before but believe you 
may now qualify, please follow this link for more details: https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals  Please 
continue to contact Miss Knight if you require any support aknight@croftonschool.co.uk or visit the Free School 
Meals section of the school website here: https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronaschoolmeals 
 
All of this is of course only temporary whilst the school is not fully operational, and we look forward to ‘re-opening’ 
as soon as we can. We are aware that there is much rumour and speculation in the media about when this will 
happen. We are assured by the government that this will only be when they deem it safe to do so. In the meantime, 
we are working hard behind the scenes to plan for this event and will of course communicate with you as soon as 
there are any updates on this matter. 
 
Finally, please remember that whilst the school site is closed to most students, we are still here to support you and 
your family. We will continue to update our specific Coronavirus section of the school website here: 
https://www.croftonschool.co.uk/coronavirus and do contact us with any queries at: school@croftonschool.co.uk . 
Government advice continues to be updated and can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 
 
We are all missing the energy, challenge, fun and inspiration your children give us every day in school. I will finish 
by sharing a video message that I feel sums this up well: https://vimeo.com/412655924 
 
I do hope you and your families continue to be safe and well. Please continue reading for a message from your 
child’s Head of Year. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mr S Harrison 
Headteacher 
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A message from Mr Playford, Head of Year 7 
 
Hello Year 7, Mr Playford here. 

I wanted to write to you to let you know that I am thinking about you all and hoping that you are safe and well. We 

are living in a very strange time at the moment. However, once we are through and out the other side of this 

pandemic, we will all be stronger and wiser for the experience. In the future, you will look back at this time, 

remembering the Year of 2020 when the world was struck down by a terrible pandemic. It will soon become history 

and part of the school curriculum and you will be able to tell your children what it was like, when schools were 

closed and we had lockdown.  

Although we seem to be surrounded by dreadful news on a daily basis, I have been encouraged by many things 

over the past few weeks. One moment which will live long in my memory has been witnessing the amazing 

contribution of Captain Tom Moore, I think we can all draw inspiration from him and his attitude towards our current 

situation. I have also been taken aback by the sheer number of people taking part in clapping for the NHS workers 

on Thursday evenings. 

With this in mind, I would like to focus on the positives and take this opportunity to say thank you for doing your 

best in trying to cope with a new way of learning. I have spoken to many of your parents and it has been fantastic 

to hear about all of the different and innovative ways that you have been keeping engaged with your learning whilst 

at home. If you find yourself being overwhelmed by the amount of work you have been set, please do not panic; do 

the best you can and please do not let it take over your life. Your teachers completely understand that this is a 

difficult time so just try your best. 

I also think it is easy to overlook the amazing sacrifices that your parents/carers are making in order to give you 

structure and support every day so please make sure you thank them for their help, it will go a long way!  

One last thing, many of you will be feeling anxious about when and how we will return as a school and we share 

these concerns. Although I cannot provide you with any answers at this time, I can assure you that your safety will 

be the number one priority when the Government make this decision. Personally, I really miss seeing you all 

around the school site and I count myself extremely lucky to be your Head of Year, guiding you through your first 

year at Crofton School.  

Please stay safe, take care of yourselves and I look forward to seeing you all soon.  

Mr Playford 
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